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PRESS RELEASE 

The Netherlands Ministry of Defence and Naval Group sign 

a contract for the procurement of new-generation F21 

heavyweight torpedoes 

On 16th June 2026, the Netherlands Ministry of Defence represented by Vice 

Admiral Jan Willem Hartman from COMMIT and Naval Group signed the 

contract for the supply of new-generation F21 heavyweight torpedoes to 

equip the Orka-class submarines. With this contract, the Royal Netherlands 

Navy will become the first NATO SSK fleet to operate the F21.   

 
“We are honoured for the selection of the F21 torpedo as one of the weapons of reference for 
the Orka-class submarines. With this contract, we further deepen our strategic partnership and 
we look forward to the next phases of our cooperation” - Pierre Éric Pommellet, Chairman and 
CEO of Naval Group. 
 
“The signing of this contract for the F21 torpedo marks an important step in our strategic 
partnership. The weapon system will be integrated into the future Orka-class submarines, 
enhancing the capabilities of the Royal Netherlands Navy. We look forward to the next phases in 
our cooperation.” - Vice Admiral Jan Willem Hartman, Commander of COMMIT.  

 
F21 : A torpedo granting tactical superiority 
 
The F21 was qualified in 2019 and is currently operated on French navy’s SSNs and SSBNs as well 
as the Brazilian Navy’s SSKs. 
 
While the F21 is the natural reference of Naval Group's submarine offering, its integration can 
also be offered on other submarines, particularly for modernisation projects. Naval Group also 
supports navies to autonomously  operate and maintain their torpedoes, providing adequate crew 
training, simulators and feedback from live-fire exercises. 
 
Naval Group’s commitment to engage the Netherlands industries and knowledge centers on this 
new phase of the ORKA project will be reflected in the amendment of the existing Industrial 
Cooperation Agreeement.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cherbourg, June 16th, 2026 
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About Naval Group 

As an international naval defence player, Naval Group is a partner for countries seeking to maintain 

control of their maritime sovereignty. Naval Group develops innovative solutions to meet its 

customers’ requirements. The group is present throughout the entire life cycle of vessels. It designs, 

produces, equips, integrates, supports and upgrades submarines and surface ships, as well as their 

systems and equipment, right up to the final phases of deconstruction and dismantling. Naval Group’s 

unique know-how in autonomous systems, underwater weapons and drones place it in pole position to 

become European leader in the sector. As a high-tech company, it draws on its outstanding expertise, 

unique design and production resources and ability to establish strategic partnerships, in particular 

within the framework of transfers of technology. It also provides shipyard and naval base services.  

Ever mindful of the issues concerning corporate social responsibility (CSR), Naval Group is a signatory 

to the United Nations Global Compact. Located on five continents, the group generates revenue of 

4.355 billion euros and has 16,722 employees (Full-Time Equivalent average annual workforce - 

figures as on 31 December 2024). 


