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Nevesbu and Naval Group sign a contract for the 

Replacement of the Netherlands Submarine Capability 

(RNSC) Programme 

Rotterdam, 20 November 2025 – During annual NEDS defence exhibition in 

Rotterdam, the largest trade fair for the defence sector in the Netherlands, 

Nevesbu signed a contract with Naval Group for the design of complex 

subsystems in the frame of the new Orka-class submarines programme for 

the Royal Netherlands Navy. With this assignment, Nevesbu is making a 

significant contribution to the RNSC programme. 

 

One of the most critical requirements is that the submarine must operate silently to avoid 

detection. This places high demands on the systems and their integration. In addition, space on a 

submarine is extremely limited, requiring precise planning and design where not a single 

centimeter goes unused. 

Over the past 90 years, Nevesbu has contributed to the design of all Dutch submarines as well as 

several vessels for foreign navies. The company focuses on technically demanding components 

that require in-depth knowledge of both operational practice and maritime engineering. It is highly 

specialized work.  

A long-term and sustainable collaboration between Naval Group and the Dutch 

industry 

With this contract, Nevesbu joins Team Orka, a growing network of Dutch companies from various 

sectors collaborating under the leadership of Naval Group on the construction of the four new 

submarines. 

This cooperation aligns with the Industrial Cooperation Agreement (ICA) signed by Naval Group 

with the Ministry of Economic Affairs, to strengthen the foundation for long-term Dutch autonomy 

in maintenance and future modernization of submarines. It also promotes collaboration and 

knowledge exchange between the Dutch and French maritime industries.  

The cooperation between Naval Group and the Dutch industry has existed for 30 years, and 

reaches far beyond the Orka programme. Dutch companies are also making substantial 

contributions to other Naval Group vessels and systems, underscoring how a strong and enduring 

relationship with Dutch industry benefits all parties involved. 

Rotterdam, November 24th, 2025 
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“The continuity of knowledge and experience enables us to design high-quality systems for the 

new submarines that meet the highest standards in terms of safety, performance, and reliability,” 

says Bart van Rijssen, Managing Director of Nevesbu. “Nevesbu’s contribution to this programme 

highlights our strength as a knowledge partner in submarine design.  We look forward to working 

with Naval Group and the other partners to realize a new class of advanced submarines for the 

Netherlands.” 

“The deep-rooted knowledge and experience of Nevesbu, built up over nearly a century and 

evident in all Dutch submarine designs, is of great value to the Orka programme,” says Mark 

Donderwinkel, Country Director Netherlands at Naval Group. “We are very honored to see them 

join the Team Orka and reinforce the strong industrial partnership between Naval Group and the 

Netherlands” 
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About Naval Group 

As an international naval defence player, Naval Group is a partner for countries seeking to 

maintain control of their maritime sovereignty. Naval Group develops innovative solutions 

to meet its customers’ requirements. The group is present throughout the entire life cycle 

of vessels. It designs, produces, equips, integrates, supports and upgrades submarines and 

surface ships, as well as their systems and equipment, right up to the final phases of 

deconstruction and dismantling. Naval Group’s unique know-how in autonomous systems, 

underwater weapons and drones place it in pole position to become European leader in the 

sector. As a high-tech company, it draws on its outstanding expertise, unique design and 

production resources and ability to establish strategic partnerships, in particular within the 

framework of transfers of technology. It also provides shipyard and naval base services.  

Ever mindful of the issues concerning corporate social responsibility (CSR), Naval Group is a 

signatory to the United Nations Global Compact. Located on five continents, the group 

generates revenue of 4.355 billion euros and has 16,722 employees (Full-Time Equivalent 

average annual workforce - figures as on 31 December 2024). 

About Nevesbu 

Nevesbu is an independent maritime technology company with a strong reputation as a 

knowledge partner since 1935. For ninety years, the company has been developing technical 

solutions for complex maritime projects worldwide – innovative and practical solutions that 

help clients perform optimally at sea, now and in the future. 

Nevesbu’s strength lies in its specialized and multidisciplinary expertise in naval, submarine, 

and offshore technology. The company combines deep knowledge of shipbuilding, complex 

maritime structures, and integrated systems with the latest technological advancements. 

Thanks to this unique combination, Nevesbu is able to translate even the most complex 

challenges into reliable, safe, and high-quality solutions. 


